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EPISTLE TO THE YOUNG MENS MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION. 
BY THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENCY. 


Tue following excellent epistle was 
read at a most — a 
ence of the Young Men’s Mutual 
Improvement Association, held in 
Salt Lake City, June, 1888 :— 


Dear Brethren, —Once more, through 
the blessings of the Lord, we are per- 
mitted to address you in writing; and 
in doing so we rejoice greatly in the 
blessings of life and liberty with 
which you are so abundantly sur- 

on this auspicious occasion. 

An appropriate time chosen 
on which to hold your first General 
Annual Conference, for it is eminently 
befitting that the young men of Israel 
should thus the 
statesman, colonizer, an rophet 
Brigham Young, by holding ir 
erence meetings on a day so near 

the anniversary of his birth. He was 
inspired to organize the Mutual Im- 
Associations throughout 
With rs ight you pee: revere 
memory; for to young 
men never marred his great 
mind. In them he had unbounded 


confidence, and for them unlimited 
love. The 222 endowed him 
with the faculty of reading men more 
accurately and more Ay than 
most people read books. s study 
of human hearts and the analysis of 
human minds enabled him to dis- 
— between the good and the 

By the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit frauds stood rebuked, while the 
sincere rejoiced in his 5 and 
were comforted by his love. Noting 
the yearly harvest of death, and com- 
prehending as few men comprehend 
the magnitude of the great work in 
which we are en he fully sensed 
the responsibility that must ultimately 
rest upon you in bearing to a vic- 
torious consummation the Church and 

ingdom of God. 

e manner in which you have re- 
sponded to his confidence and esteem 
has produced. the bloom preceding th 
go and ripening of glorious fruit. 

ollowing in his counsels you will not 
disappoint his anticipations, for you 
are building upon a foundation rest- 


faithful to the covenants made with 
the Lord and each other, give your 
hearts to God, and listening ears to 
the counsels of His Holy Priesthood, 
and when the storms beat upon you 
and the house you are building, 
neither shall fall 

As your friends and brethren, we 
most earnest! ou to avoid 
the snares of worldly ambition. Enter 
not the gates of pride, within which 
selfishness weaves nets to bind the 
soul. Write upon them the words 
inscribed over Dante's Inferno— 
“ Abandon hope all who enter here.” 
Thirst for the honor and praises of 
men and undue love for the things of 
this world are dangerous reefs upon 
which many have wrecked their hopes 
of eternal life. Pride, wearing the 
garb of humility, often prays devoutly, 

reaches eloquently; but dwellers in 
eaven are as little children, of whom 
the youth of Zion should be as an ad- 
vanced class—beautiful type of saintly 
humility and unsuspicious innocence. 

Haughty pride, insolent assumption 
and overreaching ambition comes of 
him who wrought rebellion in heaven, 
sowed strife on earth, and trailed the 
serpent through human hearts. Mock- 
ing infidelity, atheistic boasts and 
sneering scepticism are products of a 
power that reigns in hell, because it 
would not serve in heaven. Light and 
life, peace and purity, humility and 
homage, goodness and grace, come of 
God. Misery and mourning, pride 
and presumption, darkness and death, 
come of Satan. Between them, youn 
men of Zion, you have chosen well. 
Henceforth serve Him who made you, 
and heaven’s light shall guide your 
feet in the path of purity, leading to 
the gate of perfection. 

From mountain heights pause ye 
now, and gaze upon the world’s mag- 
nificence, — and pomp; then trace 
the gleams of light along the way in 
which faithful Elders, prayerfully and 
earnestly, following the lonely Naza- 
rene to realms of pe glory. Note 
carefully the faith by which they en- 
dure earthly tribulations, in order to 
= a heavenly crown. Patiently and 

aithfully do they bear their message 
amid the scorn of mocking mobs. 
9 lands and over seas they carry 


Gospel, seeking not to save their things, 
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lives lest they lose them. Taking no 
heed of the morrow, they travel with- 
out purse or scrip, trusting in God, 
and receiving, as did their Master, the 
contempt of the world. What shall 
be their reward? Peace here, exalta- 
tion hereafter. Lives eternal shall be 
their reward ; for thus do they come 
to know God the Father and Jesus 
whom he hath sent. 

In the midst of trials and tribula- 
tions, while deathless woe oppresses 
the hearts, mothers may forget their 
nursing babes, but He who notes the 
sparrows fall will not forget His 
covenant children, though in infinite 
wisdom, as a test of faith, He permits 
pride to mock and insolence to deride, 
while persecution grinds and kills; 
but death and the grave will be con- 

uered when the King of Glory wins 
the ultimate victory at the very gates 
of hell. Down into its bowels did He 
descend, thence led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts to men. 

Alone, while treading the winepress 
of the wrath of devils and men, gained 
He the keys of death, hell, and the 
grave. They were forged in the eru- 
cible of intense hate, not in the lap of 
luxurious ease. Ingratitude heaped 
upon Him the sins of the world, and 
heavy-eyed watchmen slept while He 
— — and sweat great gouts of blood. 

ice spat in His face; jealousy in 
mockery crowned Him with thorns ; 
envy mantled him with a cast-off 
robe; cruelty nailed Him to the cross, 
then cried, “Come down, save Thy- 
self.” Son of God, Prince of Power, 
Commander of heaven! legions 
though He was, the * of accu- 
mulated woes, caused Him, as death’s 

ny His to — 
My God, my God, w Thou 
forsaken me ?” 

Ye sons of Zion, think of this, and 
bear patiently the mocking scorn of 
unbelief. Taunting scepticism may 
deride your faith while 22 
laughing at your confidence in 
But remember that the power to brave 
humiliation is the test of humility. 
“There must needs be offences, but 
woe unto them by whom they come.” 
The exiled and imprisoned may bear 
contempt; and while earthly powers 
hold high carnival and mock at sacred 
promises of God may seem 


. 
— 
i 
12 
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to fail; but you who are wise will 
know that the methods of Satan have 
never changed. Pride, haughtiness, 
rebellion, oppression, deceit, rule and 
ruin have ever been characteristic of 
the fallen son of the morning. On 
the mountain top he offered the Christ 
of God the kingdoms of this world as 
the price of false worship. Treachery 
lurked deep when he sought to kill by 
tempting the Lord to cast himself 
from the temple pinnacle; then sneer- 
* ingly asked that bread be made of 
stones to satisfy hunger knawing at 
famishing vitals. As then, so now— 
who lives godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution. Tis the heritage 
of Saints. As they hated the Master, 
so will they hate his servants. 
not surprised, therefore, if for a time 
humiliation, contempt, and scorn be 
your part; for even while the hand 
of God traced on the palace wall the 
doom of the mocking king, the proud 
in drunken revel defiled the sacred 


joy. 


Be | godlike powers. 
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cups of the Temple; but how quickl 
followed the fall’! Boasting ian 


hosts, declaring there was no 
revelled in sight of the walls of Jeru- 
salem ; but the angel of death passed 
over and wrapped them in dreamless 
sleep, that knew no mortal wakening. 
Profit by these lessons of sacred his- 
— ; trust the Lord, and place honor 
and truth above the price of gold, and 
earthly tribulations shall polish jewels 
that God will set in frames of endless 
Permit not the illusive interests 
of this brief life to shut out the hopes 
of that to come, nor quench the light 
that should cheer even in affliction. 
Narrow not the sources of comfort 
and happiness * selfishly debasing 
o not hunger after 
perishable riches, but help the needy 
thus keeping open the fountain of 
mercy, love, and charity. Shun, we 
beseech you, as you would the deadly 
upas, the vulgarity of unseemly 
struggles for place and power. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


THE AUSTRALIAN MISSION. 
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Hastings, Hawkes Island, New 
Zealand, April 26, 1888. 
President George Teasdale. 

Dear Brother,—Knowing as I do 
the deep interest you have in the pro- 
gress of the work of the Lord in all 
parts of I the 
opportunity ressing you from 
thie | the nethermost part of te and in 
so doing I feel to offer up a silent but 
fervent prayer that it may find you, 
and those with you, in the full enjoy- 
ment of health, and 
care and protection of our ever kind 
and loving Father in heaven. I real- 
ize the great responsibilities that are 
resting upon you, not only in presiding 
over so extensive a mission, but in 
the interest you have in Zion's pre- 
sent troubled and uliar condition. 
I feel that you need an increase of the 
power, wisdom, and blessings of God; 
and to this end very earnest prayers 
are offered up daily, yea, hourly, b 
— 2 and Saints in this far-o 


I am truly thankful to be able to 
state that my health is and I 
am rejoicing much in my | 


under the Divine 


On the 6th inst. our annual confer- 
ence commenced, and closed on the 
9th. During the four days twenty- 
three meetings were held by the 
Saints, Priesthood, and Elders from 
Zion; twenty-five of whom were in 
attendance, and the two sisters, as 
also a large gathering of the Saints 
from various parts of the island; but, 
above all, the Lord our God was with 
us by the power of His Spirit, to the 
great rejoicing of the Saints and 

present. 

In our council meetings we truly 
had a time never to be forgotten, for 
so great was the power and inspira- 
tion of God poured out upon us that 
we shed tears of joy, and our hearts 
swelled within us for the dness 
and loving kindness our Heavenly 
Father bestowed upon us. 

The Saints of this district built a 
large, frame, meeting-house for con- 
ference, well seated : the first house 
among our Maori Saints that has 
— furnished with seats. — was 

to its utmost capacity i 
the meetings of our conference, — 
the Maori faces beamed with joy as 


| 
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— 4 — to the inspired words of 

Those who had the opportunity 
of speaking during our meetings ex- 
pressed themselves as filled with 
rejoicing for the — they bad 
heard and the power they had felt, 
and they — to be firm and stead- 
fast unto the end, for they knew it 
was the true Gospel. It caused our 
hearts to rejoice to see and listen to 
them ; for the Gospel has made a 
deep impression upon them in every 
res 


ple accommodations were made 
for feeding and caring for the whole 
company of not less than four hun- 
dred. of non-mem- 
bers of the Church were also in 
attendance to listen to the words of 
truth. It is no small affair to provide 
and care for such a large company, as 
all that come have to be fed during 
their stay by those living at the place 
of gathering. It is done by freewill 
gifts, some making large presents of 
ood. A non-member of the Church 
brought a van, drawn by four large 
horses, some n mil =o 
a ton of flour, eight 40lb. bags o 
sugar, a bag of rice, a box of tea, four 
bags of shell fish, and a quantity of 
sweet and Irish oe, and gave it 
to help feed the large gathering. 
There are many things pertaining to 
the ceremonies gone thro with at 
such a gift, as there are in the 
manner of greeting the various tribes 
on their arrival, the manner of cook- 
ing and serving up the food, etc., that 
would be of interest, but time and 
space torbid. 
For the accommodation of the El- 
ders a large tent was erected, and 


tables sufficient to seat thirty persons, 
well provided with pla dishes, 
knives, forks, etc., which made it very 


t. 

The Elders greatly rejoiced at hav- 
ing the opportunity of thus meeting 
together, it being thirteen months 
since our last general conference of 
the mission. We also had the plea- 
sure of enjoying Elder John L. 
Blyth’s company, who has been labor- 
ing in Australia for the past three 
years in the midst of much pferd 
tion. By the blessings of the 

he 8 ed in opening up the work 
in that part of the vineyard, organiz- 
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ing two branches, etc. He is now on 
his return home to Zion, in com 17 
with Elders E. F. Richards, F. 

Wright, A. W. Harper, Elias Johnson, 
and Alma Hayes, the last-named re- 
turning on account of sickness; the 
rest have all been here three years 
and upwards, and have labored hard 
during that time to spread the Gospel, 
having had a new language to acquire. 

Through the faithful and untirin 
labors of Elders Ezra F. Richards an 
Sondra Sanders, jun., assisted by some 
natives, the revision of the translation 
of the Book of Mormon was com- 
pleted in time to present it at our 
conference, making it a little less than 
one year from the time of commencing 
the translation. To get it finished by 
this time, they had to work early and 
late. Some portions of the transla- 
tions were read at the conference, and 
pronounced by the best Maori lin- 
— as being very good and plain. 

our hundred pages of the book is 
copied (or re-written) ready for the 

ress. e work now remaining to 
done is, to finish the writing of 
the manuscript and to read the whole 
of it over before some suitable Mao- 
ries. Elder S. Sanders, jun., has been 
appointed to this labor. He has also 
been appointed to preside over the 
Hawkes Bay district, as we are quite 
short of Maori linguists. 

In presenting the Book of Mormon 
to the conference, and calling upon 
them for means necessa * the 
printing and binding of the same, it 
was not received with that spirit of 
liberality that we could have desired. 
These people have great dread of 
being asked for means, as they have 
been so badly duped and swindled by 
sectarian churches, stating that the 
ministers pointed to heaven with one 
hand, while they would -steal their 
land from under their feet with the 
other. Yet, I have faith that the 
means will come from some quarter 
when needed. Elder John L. Blyth 
— feelings — condition of 

e people, was inspired to give 
to assist “A the noble work. This 
money his brother had given him to 
pay his fare home. The feelings of 
the conference was to have 2,000 
ome printed and bound in leather, 
which will coat about £500, The great 


— * , 4 
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majority of the people are 
handle but little or no cash, which, 
with their great dread of being asked 
for means, makes it look a little 
loomy. Yet, I am not in the least 
iscouraged, for I know it is the 
Lord’s book, and He will open up the 
way for it to come forth unto this 
branch of the house of Israel. 
take pleasure in forwarding you 
the statistical report of the past year, 
ending Janu 31st, by which you 
will see an addition of nine branches 
and two districts. At our late con- 
ference, the Wairarapa district was 
also divided into two, making twelve 
districts (or conferences) in the mis- 
sion. Three hundred and forty three 
rsons have been added to the 
hurch by baptism, and 163 children 
bl making an increase of 506. 
Since the lst of January there have 
been over 100 added to the Church; 
and I am thankful to state that the 
couraging, es y 80 in the nort 
— the efforts of the 
bireling priests to the contrary: they 
are busy bringing all the influence 
to bear against us that they possibly 


can. 

The Elders have returned to the 
fields of labor assigned them, and 
I am very thankful to state that they 
are all fully satisfied, and express a 
determination to do all that lies in 


r, and 
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their power to magnify their high and 
holy callings, to the saving of souls 
and the glory of God. There has not 
been a murmur nor the least com- 
laint presented ; but on the other 
d, a willingness was manifested 
that fills me with joy and thanks- 
iving. I feel that [ have a noble 
nd of co-laborers to associate with, 
men of faith and firm integrity. 
Daring the conference seventeen of 
our native brethren were called and 
set apart as home missionaries, to 
labor under direction of the presi- 
dents in assisting to preach the Gospel 
and open up new fields. We find it 
difficult to keep a ae supply of 
Elders who have the Maori language 
at their command, owing to the open- 
ing up of the work in new parts, and 
Elders continually leaving for home 
and new ones taking their places. 
During the whole of our conference, 
through a kind providence, we were 
blessed with delightful weather, more 
fine pleasant days than we have had 
at any one time forsome weeks past. 
In a few days I will leave here on 
a tour to the south and west coasts, 
holding meetings, conferences, etc. 
Please remember me in much kind- 


| ness to those associated with you in 


the offica—I remain your brother, 
friend, and co-laborer 
M. PAXMAN, 


Narunal Gas In Brienam Crrr, Utan.—Some little time ago Mr. Eli Jensen 
began sinking an artesian well some two miles west of Brigham City. When a depth of 
350 feet had been reached, a great deal of mud and water was forced up through the 


i U removing the pipe, the stream reached a height of fully flfty feet. The 
— Pa 300 from the well in eack direct i 


d for a distance 
well. 


esday 
been placed around the pipe to cate 


supply a number of stoves. 
amount of gas. 


poses. Ogden Standar 


to the house of hr. 


* 
pes to 
— i also used as fuel. 


The people of Brigham City talk of utilizing the gas 


ion is now co or 


Mr. Jensen had sunk the well in a small 


expected the water to form a 12 
wi 


the 22 

steam in a moving engine. A cask 

i n the outside of the pipe. 

ensen, where it does ser- 
When the full force is 


22 
hollow some sixty feet from his house, where he 
from which he would draw for * — igation. This 
mud to the depth of nine feet. e gas escapes with such a force that the earth is jarred 
at a distance of twenty feet. Mr. Jensen sought to use 51 but the force was so 
strong as to break the elbow coupled on to the pipe which again been put in place. 
A large rock had been eri tik prevent the escape of the gas, but a hole 

ne ‘ 
> that of 
om this, the gas is lec 
vice in lighting the 
turned on from this ot high i arise from the small gas jet in 
the house and burn brilliantly. The light from the small tubes in the grate inserted in 
the stove will rise six or seven inches above the stove upon removing the lids. The gas 
from the main pipe was once 1 but created such a large fre, following the course 
of ——— escaped gas for some that it to be . It is com- 
uted that sufficient gas arises from the well to light all of Brig City, and even 
There are also several springs containing a large 
for lighting pur- 
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STATISTICAL REPORT OF THE AUSTRALIAN MISSION 
OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, FOR THE YEAR ENDING JANUARY 31, 1888. 


sy 


Districts. residents of District. E | |. 3 8 1323 
%% 4% % 404% 
3 3 
— a 
Wairarapa N. S. Bishop. 4 | 251) 88 5| 10] | 32 
Hawkes Bay ......... J. W. Kauleinamoku. 3 18 12 11 13 57 177 234 72 306 23 12 11 6 2 11 10 5 
cE M. S. Marriot. 3 15 29 16 11 74 190 264 124 388 13 18 17 26 8 5 9 5 
Poverty Bay............ F. H. Wright. 1/4 114] 7/ 8] 90 130 36 169 14 8 5 12 5 12 32 4 
—— ctikemaccesccced J. E. Magleby. 414 18 17 10 63 184 247 83 329 6 7 6 19 1452 52 5 
e A. W. Harper. 2 4175 422 95 117 23] 140 26 8 11 34 2 
11 H. J. Manning. 11117141114 58 223 281 110 391 69 36 28 20 13 15 3 6 
F H. J. Burgess. 2 2/14; 4} 3125 147 172 46 218 43 14 26 16 4 
Bay of Island Elias Johnson, 2 81 9 4] 629 109 138 50 188 79 26 11 1 12 10 6 
Australia ............... John L. Blyth. 2121 4! 2 3 10 25 35 7 42 20 61 2 3 2 
South Island No Elder presiding. e 7 38 45 25 70 1 
2248. 
Europeans 
1 — 2573 4 | 27 119 130 8883 451 | 1466 | 1917 | 657 | 2573 343 16381 100 57 175 150 10 46 


WILLIAM Paxman, President of the Mission 
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DISCUSSION ON MORMONISM AT SWANSEA. 


— — 


For the past three or four days 
some interest has been aro at 
Swansea by contentions between a 
Mr. Jarman, who claims to be a “ Mor- 
mon refugee,” and makes wholesale 
charges of rapine and immorality 
against the community of Mormons, 
and Elder B. H. Roberts, a Mormon 
missionary. Mr. Jarman lectured 
several times, and his stories of adven- 
ture and persecution were sufficiently 
startling to be discredited by many of 
his hearers. He, however, made his 
subject remy was patiently 
listened to. On Wednesday evening 
Elder B. H. Roberts replied at the 
Albert Hall, but was not accorded a 
favourable reception, being greeted 
throughout with discordant sounds 
and, occasionally, by some witty and 
caustic retorts from the galleries On 
Thursday evening the contest between 
Mr. Jarman and the Mormon mis- 
sionaries, of whom there are about a 
dozen in the town, reached its critical 
stage, Elder Roberts and Mr. Jarman 
meeting on the same platform before 
an audience of over 3,000 people, most 
of whom seemed to be antagonistic to 
the Mormon religion. Mr. Clement, 


of the Christadelphian Church, Mum- 
off, and repea is charges against 
the Mormon Church. He was dressed 
in a loose calico gown and turban, the 
costume of a Mormon high 1— 
which office he held before his * 
escape from Utah. He repeated hi 
charges of murder, adultery, and 
general antagonism to all — 
against the Church the robes of whic 
he was wearing. He made a bad im- 
ression by his manner of conducting 
is portion of the debate, by his con- 
tortions, his movements to every part 
of the stage, and his practice of going 
up to his antagonist and slapping his 
hands before his face. Elder Roberts 
did his best to disprove the charges 
by quoting their tenets of religion and 
acing the opinions of the United 
States authorities before the audience, 
but he was received with such enthu- 
siastic demonstrations of unpopularity 
belonging rather to the class than to 
the individual, that he was compelled 
to desist for five minutes at a time, 
Little good resulted from the meeting, 
which broke up in the wildest dis- 
order.— Western Mail, July 6th. 


UTAH NEWS. 
— 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 
The first crop of lucern is being cut and it is by far the heaviest for many 


Fishing in the mountain streams is good, and excursions to the canyons are 


numerous. 


The Salt Lake Valley and Eastern Railway, which has its route surveyed 
through Ogden Canyon, will make its western terminus at Salt Lake City. 

On the 14th of June, Father Graves, a veteran bordering on eighty-two 
winters, was arrested by the deputies for unlawful cohabitation, and was 


released on bonds. 


The Blackfoot News (Idaho) states that in all the cases of unlawful cohabi- 
tation called at the term of court just ended there, the parties promised to 
obey the law, and sentence was suspended during good behavior. 


On Monday evening, June 18th, M. W. Merrill, jun., of Richmond, who bas 


been serving a term in the penitentiary on the charge of unlawful cohabita- 
tion, returned home. Many of his relatives and numerous friends, with the 
band, met him at the depot, and gave him a generous reception and welcome 
home. A bounteous repast was partaken of, and a very pleasant time spent. 


2 455 
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MONDAY, JULY 16, 1888. 


— a» 


A NEW WITNESS FOR GOD. 


CONOLUBION. 


T saw in the chapter in which the consideration of these minor evidences of 
the truth of the Book of Mormon commenced, tbat about all I should be able 
to do would be merely to indicate the existence of such evidences rather than 
to discuss them; and I doubt not but the reader after having finished the 
last chapter, and observing the rapidity with which I passed over the pro- 
phecies quoted, will be convinced of the truth of what I then stated. The 
reader must not think I have even indicated all the prophecies contained in 
the Book of Mormon. That sacred volume is replete with prophecy, all of 
which is interesting and instructive; but the reader must remember that a 
good portion of that volume was written a number of centuries B.0., or else 
condensed from records that were written in centuries preceding the coming 
of the Messiah, and many of the prophecies of that book relate to events of 
those times—to the coming and mission of the Son of God, and the fate of 
the Nephites. Others there are relative to the restoration of the House of 
Israel to favor with God, and the establishment of the heavenly kingdom in 
power on the earth—but as these are not yet fulfilled, I could not cite them 
in evidence of the divine authenticity of the Book of Mormon, though I may 
say in passing that they go hand in hand with the predictions of many of 
the Jewish prophets on the same subject. 

The prophecies which I have pointed out as bearing testimony to the divine 
authenticity of the Book of Mormon have this to commend them to the 
reader: (1) There can be no question but what the predictions preceded the 
events which fulfilled them: (2) The events fulfilling these predictions have 
occurred, and that in our own day, or are now in progress—so that we know 
they are really prophecies, the predictions being made public before the 
events transpired, and the events fulfilling the prophecies having occurred or 
are now transpiring: (3) The fulfillment of these predictions was altogether 
beyond the power of those who were instrumental in bringing forth the Book 
of Mormon, and were fulfilled, at least many of them were, independent of 
them, so it was not a case of making predictions within their own power to 
perform, and then claiming for them the virtue of inspiration. 


** 4 
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By way of recapitulation, and to conclude this division of my subject, I 
ask those who still insist upon believing that the Book of Mormon had some 
other origin than that claimed for it by Joseph Smith—was it not rather a 
hazardous prophecy for an impostor to make that three witnesses should be- 
hold the orginial records by the power of God? when to fulfill these things 
was beyond his power—things that it would require the co-operation of God 
to bring about? Think, I pray you, how fatal to the pretentions of divine 
authority for the Book of Mormon if these prophecies had failed. Again, I 
ask, how did Joseph Smith happen to know that “many” would believe the 
words of the Book of Mormon; carry them to the American Indians—the 
Lamanites; or that they would receive them as a blessing from God and re- 
joice; or that the blood of the Saints would cry from the free soil of America 
to God for vengeance? Yet all these things were foretold in the Book of 
Mormon, and have been fulfilled, and beyond all doubting prove that the 
ancient prophets who recorded those words “saw by an excellent spirit what 
should come to pass,” and set it down for our instruction, and a testimony for 
the truth. 

By way of negative argument in favor of the Book of Mormon, I may say: 

If the historical part of the Book of Mormon be compared with what little 
is known from other sources, concerning the history of ancient America, there 
will be found much evidence to substantiate its truth; but there cannot be 
found one truth among all the gleanings of antiquity that clashes with the 

part of this wo com i o pro- 

—— —— of the Bible, there will be found much evidence in the 

ter to establish the truth of the former. But though there are many ve 

dictions in the Book of Mormon, relating to the great events of the last 

days, which the Bible gives us no information about, yet there is nothing in 

the ictions of the Bible that contradicts in the least, the predictions in 
the Book of Mormon. | 

If the doctrinal part of the Book of Mormon be compared with the doc- 
trines of the Bible, there will be found the same perfect harmony which we 
find on the comparison of the prophetical of the two books. Although 
there are many points of the doctrine of Christ that are far more plain and 
definite in the Book of Mormon than in the Bible, and many things revealed 
in relation to doctrine that never could be fully learned from the Bible, yet 
there are not any items of doctrine in the two sacred books that contradict 
each other, or clash in the least. 

If the various books which enter into the collection, called the Book of 
Mormon, be carefully compared with each other, there will be found nothing 
contradictory in history, in 3 or in doctrine. 

If the miracles of the Book of Mormon be compared with the miracles of 
the Bible, there cannot be found in the former any thing that would be more 
difficult to believe, than what we find in the latter. 

If we compare the historical, prophetical and doctrinal parts of the Book 
of Mormon, with the great truths of science and nature, we find no contra- 
dictions, no absurdities, nothing unreasonable. The most perfect harmony, 
therefore, exists between the t truths revealed in the Book of Mormon 
and all other known truths, whether religious, historic or scientific.* 


Aside from all these considerations, however, I find an argument in favor 
of the Book of Mormon based upon the broad foundation of the mercy and 
justice of God that appeals at once, not only to my reason, but to my sense 


* Orson Pratt’s Divine Authenticity of the Book of Mormon, chapter iv. 
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of what is fair and right in what we call the hand-dealings of God with His 
children. The Jewish Scriptures represent God as being no respecter of per- 
sons, “ but in every nation he that feareth him and worketh righteousness is 
accepted with him.” Furthermore, it is represented by the whole tenor of 
Holy Writ that all mankind are the offspring of the selfsame God; it assigns 
to all races of men a common origin, so that all mankind are brethren and 
have equal claims upon the God of heaven if they but seek Him and strive 
to obey His laws. With these considerations then as basic principles, that 
is, the impartiality of God, and the common origin and consequent brother- 
hood of man, fixed in the mind, the thought that God had left whole nations 
—a whole continent of people—people, too, that were capable of developing a 
a very high order of civilization—to leave these to perish in ignorance of Him, 
of His attributes, of His relationship to them, of His designs in the creation of 
the earth and placing them in common with the rest of mankind upon it— 
leaving them in ignorance of the great Redemption wrought out for all men 
through the death and suffering of the Messiah, without the pleasing assu- 
rance of eternal life beyond the grave, without the Gospel, the Church, pro- 
phets or the comforting presence of the Holy Ghost—always was and is to 
me a thought so monstrous and absurd, so derogatory to the character of 
Deity, that when I come to investigate the claims of the Book of Mormon to 
divine origin, there is no one circumstance of evidence which appealed with 
greater force to my mind than this :—The attributes of mercy and justice in 
the character of Deity, demand that some such revelation as the Book of 
Mormon describes should have been given to the inhabitants of the Western 
Continent. And a failure to have communicated any such revelation, would 
in my way of thinking, leave the character of God stripped of those noblest 
and best of attributes—attributes in which we most devoutly trust—mercy 
and justice, without which God would cease to be God. Bold language this 
perhaps, but no more bold than true. 

Nor can the force of the argument in the last paragraph be broken by 
citing the fact that there are places in Central Asia and Africa where the 
light of God’s revelation has never penetrated. The Jews were centrally 
located on the Eastern Continent; and there, too, Messiah proclaimed His 
mission, organized His Church, and commissioned His disciples to go and 
teach all nations. Asia and Africa were as contiguous to Palestine as 
Europe, and as directly in contact with those who held the truth as Europe. 
But in the case of the Western Continent it was different. Its existence was 
unknown to those to whom the precious revelation pertaining to man’s salva- 
tion was given; it was separated from them by two vast oceans, the extent of 
which they were ignorant of; and there could be no possible inter-communi- 
cation between them for centuries. Meanwhile, if the modern Christian 
theory that the Bible contains all the revelations of God to man be accepted, 
the nations of the Western Continent, powerful and intelligent, and children 
of one God, rose and fell, and with their magnificent civilization became 
extinct, without the knowledge of God or any of His purposes!—a proposi- 
tion too abominable for belief. 

My pleasing task now draws to a close; I have sought to introduce to my 
readers this New Witness for God—the Book of Mormon. In considering 
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the items of evidence which sustains its claim to being of divine origin, I 
have made no reference to the prophecies of the Bible which doubtless refer 
to this record—contained chiefly in the 29th chapter of Isaiah and the 37th 
of Ezekiel—these and a number of other passages of like import are treated 
by an abler pen than mine, and to that exposition of these prophecies I refer 
my readers.“ 

The presentation I have made of the subject is based upon the following 
considerations: 

I. The necessity of such a witness to revive an active faith in God and 
Christ, stem the tide of infidelity, and evangelize the world—especially the 
Jews who for nineteen centuries have had before them all the testimony that 
Christians could collect and arrange with all the skill of scholarly ingenuity, 
and yet it makes no perceptible impression upon their minds: 

II. The existence of such a witness, and its being brought to light through 
the revelations of God, is in nothing inconsistent with the word of God as 
delivered to the Jews, though it may come in conflict with some of the vain 
traditions and false notions of men: 

IIL Mercy and justice, well known to be attributes of Deity, demand that 
some such revelation as the Bouk of Mormon gives an account of, should of right 
have been made to the peoples inhabiting the Western Continent. And since it 
was made, it is but natural that it was carefully preserved and at last revealed 
to the glory of God, the strengthening of the Saints, and the confounding of 
all scoffers: 

IV. The traditions of the aboriginal inhabitants of America incontestably 
prove that at some time or other their forefathers were in possession of the 
great truths of the Christian revelation; and the history contained in the 
Book of Mormon is sufficient to account consistently for the existence of 
those facts in American mythology. 

In the way of evidence to support the claims of the Book of Mormon to 
divine origin, I have introduced— 

I. The direct, positive and unimpeachable testimony of three witn3sses, 
who saw the original records from which the Book of Mormon was transla- 
ted, in the possession of the angel who revealed their existence to Joseph 
Smith, and also heard the voice of God declare in the broad light of day, and 
beneath the dome of heaven alone, that the record was true and the transla- 
tion thereof correct, and accomplished by the power of God. And also the 
testimony of eight other witnesses who were shown the original records by 
Joseph Smith, and who had the privilege of handling them as well as seeing 
them. 

IL The fact that every other theory for the existence of the Book of Mor- 
mon than that presented by those believing it of divine origin breaks down 
under examination, from which fact springs the argument, negative in its 
character, but strong nevertheless, that Joseph Smith’s account of its origin 
must be true. 

IIL The internal evidence of the book itself, which consisted of consist- 
ency of detail with the construction of the book as a whole, and the fulfill- 
ment of numerous prophecies—prophecies, too, which have been fulfilled since 


* See Divine Authenticity of the Book of Mormon, by O. Pratt, chapter vi. 
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the publication of the book, and that were beyond the power of those who 
are looked upon as its authors to bring to pass—events that no human wis- 


dom unaided by the inspiration of heaven could have foreseen, and that none 


but God could bring to pass. 

Here I might rest my case, and without egotism claim that I have pre- 
sented an array Of facts and testimonies in favor of the divine origin of this 
New Witness for God that cannot be gainsaid; that neither the ridicule of 
the learned, nor the bigoted scoffing of the ignorant will explain away, or 
weaken in the minds of those who humbly and thoughtfully seek the truth. 
But I have one more evidence to introduce, and I introduce it near the close 
of what I have to say, partly because of its strength, and partly because it is 
of such a character that it brings it within the reach of all who become ac- 
quainted with the Book of Mormon to find out for themselves beyond all. 
doubting whether it be true or false. Moroni, when closing up this record 
of the Nephites, in giving his last exhortation to those unto whom that work 
might come, says: 

And when ye shall receive these — (the records he was then about 
closing) I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in 
the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask witha 
sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the 
truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost; and by the power of 
the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things (Moroni x, 4, 5). 

Here, then, is a means by which every person into whose hands the Book 
of Mormon falls may find out for himself, not from human testimony, not 
from the deductions of logic, but through the power of the Holy Ghost, 
whether the Book of Mormon is of divine origin or not. This test must be 
final, either for or against it, to every individual who complies with the 
conditions enjoined by Moroni. Those conditions are, that they into whose 
hands the record falls shall inquire of God with a sincere heart, with real 
intent, and having faith in Christ ; and to those who so proceed he promises 
without equivocation that they shall receive a manifestation of its truth by 
the power of the Holy Ghost. Therefore, if these directions are complied 
with faithfully and honestly, and the manifestation follows not, then they 
may know it is not of God. If the manifestation comes, of course the divine 
origin of the book is confirmed, for the Holy Ghost would not confirm by 
any manifestation of its power an imposition. Scores of thousands of the 
Latter-day Saints who have put this test to the trial, with united voice bear 
testimony that the Holy Ghost has borne witness to them that the work is 
of God. 


In conclusion I will add my humble testimony, by saying that I have 
diligently considered all the facts connected with the Book of Mormon. 
Have read it and re-read it again and again, and weighed carefully all the 
facts that tend to prove its divine origin, and have examined all the objections 
that have been, or that I believe can be, urged against it ; and if I have any 
power at all to weigh evidence and arrive at a right conclusion as to any 
matter of fact, I know from the aforesaid investigation that the Book of 
Mormon is true. But better than that, having followed the advice of Moroni, 
I can testify to all who read my words that through the power and by the 
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manifestations of the Holy Ghost, I know that the Book of Mormon is of 
divine origin. And in the name of Jesus Christ I call upon all men to obey 
the Gospel as contained in that record; accept the testimony it bears to 
Jesus of Nazareth being the Son of God and the Savior of the world, in 
whom alone we can hope for salvation ; repent of all your sins, and come 
unto Christ with a broken heart, but with a fixed determination to sin no 
more ; receive baptism at the hands of the servants of God, unto whom the 
Lord hath committed authority to officiate in His name, and you shall receive 
a remission of your sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost shall rest upon you, 
and to those who walk by the promptings of that Spirit unto the end of life, 
though they be given the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet 
shall they be saved in the everlasting kingdom of God; and they who hear 
this message and refuse to accept it, will be under condemnation for rejecting 


the truth of heaven, and cannot partake of the blessings of the heavenly 
kingdom. R. 


Orrerines ROMVID ror MANTI — Robert Mort, ls. 


Discussion oN MoRNON ISM IN SWANSEA.— We have received a very 


interesting letter from President D. Williams on the above subject, which 
will appear in our next. 


Giascow CoNFERENCE—Meetings of the Glasgow Conference will be 
held in Good Templars’ Hall, 87 Gallowgate, August 5, 1888. The meetings 
will commence at 10-30 a. m., and 2 and 6 p.m. President ‘Teasdale is ex- 
pected to be present. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


—0 


Sheffleld, July 9, 1888. 
President Teasdale. 


Dear Brother, — After an absence of 
nearly forty 4 through the bless- 
ing of God I have been permitted to 
return to my native town, and again 
bear my humble testimony of the 
great work of God which He has com- 
menced in these last days. Forty-five 
years ago, on the 14th day of June, I 
went down into the waters of baptism. 
By obedience to the word of 
God through His servants, the Lord 
gave me a testimony of His work in 
this my native land, and I hope, by 
the grace of God, to fulfill all the pre- 
dictions uttered by the servants of 
God over my head with eee to my 
labors in the gathering of Israel, and 
assisting in the redemption of my dead. 
I feel a t responsibility upon me, 
and I desire to work while the day 
lasts, for the night is coming when.no 


man can work. I shall not cease my 
efforts, the Lord being my helper, to 
labor for the living and the dead until 
all predicted shall be fulfilled. Al- 
though not very strong in body, as 
long as I stay in this land I hope to 
lift up my voice in the defence of a 
much-abused misrepresented, but in- 
nocent people, for | know the Latter- 
day Saints are the peuple of God. 

ray that the Almighty will soften 
the hearts of the American * in 
which we have been adopted, to deal 
with more justice and honesty towards 
the people of Utah. Reason is the 
light of the law, nay, the common law 
itself is reason, the law is the perfec- 
tion of reason — not passion and pre- 
judice. I hope and pray the nations 
of Europe may deal more kindly with 
God’s people than the people of the 
boasted land of freedom and religious 
liberty have done, but help to being 
about the purposes of God in the 


— 


462 


gathering of His Israel. It sometimes 
seems to me that the times of the 
utiles are about fulfilled when the 
pel will be taken from them and 
given to the House of Judah. The 
signs of the times indicate this. I 
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hope to live to see the promises ful- 

filled in their behalf.—With kind re- 

— 5 remain, your brother in the 
pel, 


JosEPH BARKER. 


ERASTU 


S SNOW. 


— 


Erastus Snow was born at St. 
Jobnsbury, Caledonia County, U. S.A., 
November 9, 1818, and would have 
been, therefore, seventy years.of age 
in a few months. His father’s name 
was Levi Snow, and his 7 — 
among the early settlers of the Massa - 
chusetts colony. He became a mem- 
ber of the Mormon Church when he 
was fourteen years of age, an was a 
preacher at fifteen ; at sixteen he was 
ordained to the 
soon afterwards travelled as a mis- 


sionary into the States of New York, 
New Hampshire, and Vermont. In 


April, 1836, he went on a mission to 
Pennsylvania. He was absent a little 
over eight months, returning to Kirt- 
land mber 19, 1836, in which 
time he traveled 1,600 miles, preached 
220 discourses, baptized 50 persons, 
and organized several branches of the 
Church. He was always a zealous 
worker, and as a consequence bore his 

rt in the persecutions in Missouri ; 
be wus closely identified with all im- 
portant movements, and fulfilled 
several missions ; he was among the 
first in the toilsome journey across 
the plains, after the evacuation of 
Nauvoo bad been decided on. He 
was with the Sainte in Winter Quar- 
ters. Of the journey from that point 
to Salt Lake with the pioneérs, “many 
interesting episodes (he said) uccurred 
both going and returning; but among 
the trying and affecting ones was the 
appearance of mountain fever among 
us, first attacking E. T. Benson, at 
our encampment at the South Pass of 
the Rocky Mountains. From one- 
third to one half of our company were 
attacked with this malady befure we 
reached the valley of the Great Salt 
Lake, and among this number was 
President Young. I myself had a 
severe attack. This affliction detained 
us so that, with the labor on the 


office of a priest, and 


roads through the Wasatch Mountains, 
we were unable to reach Silt Lake 
Valley until the 21st of July, when 
Orson Pratt and myself, of the work- 
ing parties who were exploring, first 
emerged into the valley, and viewed 
the site of the future city of Salt 
Lake, and when we ascended Red 
Butte, near the mouth of Emigration 
Canyon, and gave us the first glim 
of the blue waters of the Great Salt 
Lake, we simultaneously swung our 
hats and shouted Hosannah ! for the 
spirit told us the Saints should find 
rest. After about six weeks’ labor 
here, laying out the city and 1 
ploughing and planting. fields, an 
uilding cabins round the Fort Block, 
I started with the rear camp of the 
pioneers on the return trip early in 
August, and on the last day of Octo- 
ber reached Winter Quarters (now 
Florence Neb.), where I had left my 
family, having been six weeks without 
tusting bread. The sweet joy of this 
meeting was mingled with deep grief 
at the loss of a dear little daughter, 
Minerva, who had died during my 
absence. Soon after our return to 
Winter Quarters there was a general 
stir and bustle of getting ready for 
starting with our families for Salt 
Luke Valley, and gathering our year’s 
supply of seeds and provisions. Most 
of my oxen had perished during the 
winter, or had been eaten up by the 
Indians, and J was under the neces- 
sity of yoking up my cows and all my 
young stuck to work with the few 
oxen I had left, to haul the wagon for 
the journey. 1 traveled in company 
with Presidents Young and Kimball, 
and bud a pleasant and agreeable 
journey, my teams holding out and 
my family enjoying good health. In 
the month of September, soon after 
our arrival in Salt Lake 


I was a 
pointed one of the Presidency of the 


7 
ͤ 
2 
2 
— —ͤ 
— 
7 
— 
. 
4 
ne 
4 
— 
7 
s 
a 
— 
7 
8 
2 
* 
— 
4 
— 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. | 463 


Stake, and during the following win- 
ter I was called and ordained into the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, to- 
ther with C. C. Rich, Lorenzo 
now, and F. D. Richards, these all 
filling vacancies caused by the apos- 
tacy of Lyman Wight and the organi- 
zation of the Quorum of the First 
Presidency out of the Quorum of the 
year the Perpetual: Em 
is year the Perpet igra- 
tion Fund Company was organized, 
and the system of emigration inaugu- 
rated, which has so argely contri- 
buted to the — of our people 
and the building up of Utah Terri- 
tory. I was appointed one of the 
committee of three in gathering funds 
to put into the hands of Bishop Hun- 
ter to send back to our poor brethren 
left on the Missouri River, At that 
time our settlements extended only to 
Provo on the south, and Ogden on the 
north. We gathered about $2,000. 
About this time also I participated 


in the organizing of the Provisional 


Government of the State of Deseret ; 
and at the semi-annual conference in 
October, I was appointed on a mission 
to Denmark to open the door of the 
Gospel to the ndinavian pone. 
At the same time Elder John Taylor 
was appointed to France, Lorenzo 
Snow to Italy, F. D. Richards to Eng- 
land, with several Elders acoompany- 
ing each of us. We all took our 
departure from Salt Lake on the 19th 
October. Our little party numbered 
about thirty Elders and Mr. Kinkade 
(of Livingston and Kinkade, mer- 
chants), bound for St. Louis for goods. 

Most of the missionaries 2 
together till we reached St. Louis, 
whence we to take directions 
through the States to visit the rem- 
nants of the Saints, remaining in the 
States and gathering means for cross- 
ing the water. 

‘I sailed from Boston on the 3rd 
of April, on a Cunard steamer, for 
Liverpool, where I landed on the 15th, 
aud the following day Lorenzo Snow 


arrived in a sailing vessel from New 
York. We visited many of the 
Churches in England, Scotland, and 
Wales. During the next four weeks 
I received many contributions in aid 
of our missions, On the Ist of June, 
1850, I landed in Copenhagen, the 
capital of Denmark, in company with 
G. P. Dykes and John Forsgreen—the 
former an American and the latter a 
native of Sweden. We were met at 
the wharf by P. O. Hansen, a native 
of that city, who had embraced the 
Gospel in America, aud had left Salt 
Lake with us, but had made his way 
in advance of us to his native land.” 
— Snow then fulfilled a mission 
to Scandinavia, and returned to Salt 
Lake August 20,1852, having been ab- 
sent nearly three years. At the October 
Conference, 1853, he was called, in 
connection with President George A. 
Smith, to gather fifty families to 
strengthen the settlements in Iron 
County; and in 1854 he went to St. 
Louis to assume charge of the affairs 
of the Church there and in the wes- 
tern States. In November of that 
ear he began the publication of St. 
uis Luminary, an advocate of the 
Saints and their teachings. He re- 
turned to Utab in the autumn of 
1855, and in the following year he 
rformed a brief mission to the 
tates. He performed another simi- 
lar mission prior to the fall of 1861, 
when he, in connection with George 
A. Smith and other Elders, was 
assigned the task of building u 
Southern Utah. This mission star 
from Salt Lake City November 20, 
1871, and from thenceforth the lot 
and labors of Apostle Snow became 
mainly identified with Southern U 
where he was known as the father o 
that portion of Utah inhabited by 
members of the Church. He was also 
identified with the settlements in Ari- 
zona and Mexico; of late years he 
spent considerable of his time at the 
latter place.—Salt Lake Herald. 


There is a grand satisfaction in the record of a well spent life. God is glorified, man 
is exalted, and his posterity emulated to do likewise; so that when they shall pass away 
it may be as well for them as for their sire, and to continue in a happy association when 
time shall be no more. Blessed indeed are they who die in the Lord, for they rest from 
theiy labors and their works follow them. 
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